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It is probable that we can see traces of Richelieu's
vigour in a step now taken by the Queen-mother.
When he became the ruler of France, there was no
nobleman so powerful that the Government could
not safely treat him as it did any other subject, but
this was far from being the case in the early years
of the reign of Louis XIII. The Prince of Conde"
was so great a personage that Mary de' Medici long
hesitated to take any vigorous measures against him,
but stirred into action, either by the counsels of
Concini, or the influence of the young and resolute
Bishop of Lugon, she now ordered Condi's arrest.
vHe submitted without resistance, and when three
years later he was set at liberty, he left the prison
walls with his youthful turbulence permanently
tamed. The way was now opened for the ascend-
ancy of the Italian favourite, who, with infinitely
less capacity, anticipated his compatriot Mazarin in
becoming the head of the French government. He
had long mistrusted the ministers; he now resolved
to bring about their overthrow, and fill their places
with men devoted to his own interests.

Concini had overthrown his most dangerous rival,
and he wished to have only friends in the royal
council. With the exception of Sully, the ministers
of Henry IV. were still in office, but they were old
and feeble men, and while they retained their posi-
tions, they had lost their power. They were now
dismissed and their places filled by men selected by
the favourite. All of them were comparatively ob-
scure, and, with one exception, after a brief enjoy-
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